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REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH ORPHANAGE AT THE THANKSGIVING SEASON 
WITH A GENEROUS OFFERING 


“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Matt. 25:40. 
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ERML i OR i A tL. 


Christian Unity 


In a stirring address, given at Madison Square 
Garden on the night of October 30th, Dr. Henry 
Pitney Van Dusen (for whom the writer has a 
warm personal regard) , said: 


“In the ancient world it was said, ‘All roads 
lead to Rome’. In contemporary politics, all 
questions end in Moscow. In the life of the 
Christian churches in our age, every problem 
and every responsibility points to a single in- 
exorable necessity — Christian unity.” 


The unity of believers is one of the most 
precious by-products of the Christian faith. The 
basic idea of ecumenism is everlastingly right. 
There is an unquestioned need for a corporate 
witness of the Church of Jesus Christ in the 
world. Unquestionably much of the fragmenta- 
tion of association and effort within Protestant- 
ism is a tragic commentary on the weakness of 
the flesh, even of redeemed men and women. 


Having said all of this there yet remains the 
compelling necessity to clarify the meaning of 
Christian unity. 


Actually it already exists throughout the 
world. Wherever men recognize as Christian 
brothers those who believe in Christ as the eter- 
nal Son of God and trust in Him as personal 
Savior from sin, this unity exists. It crosses de- 
nominational, national and racial lines. It unites 
in a common brotherhood of believers those 


who take their stand together at the foot of the 
Cross. 


But in those areas where ecumenism has itself 
become an inexorable goal, an end in itself, 
Christians must do some very clear thinking. It 
is not the ecumenical movement which unites 
men. It is not an organization or a combination 
of organizations to which men are called to 
allegiance. 


Men are united for a spiritual witness only 
as their faith is united in the living Christ. And 
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it is only the Christ revealed in the Scriptures in 
whom that faith must be centered. 


As important as Christian unity is the question 
arises whether there can be true unity where 
two Christs are involved. To some of us there 
is no Christ but the Christ of the Scriptures — 
preexistent with God the Father, virgin born, 
miracle working, dying for our sins, raised from 
the dead with a body which could be touched 
and handled, ascending up into Heaven and 
returning some day in Glory. This Christ lives 
in our hearts through the indwelling Holy 
Spirit and to reject Him for a Christ different 
from and inconsistent with the Christ of revela- 
tion is to deny Him — this we cannot do. 


Christian unity is a spiritual reality today. It 
is also a world-wide experience for many. But 
God forbid that we should at any time settle for 
1 “Christian unity” after the consummation of 
which men would be forced to say: “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid Him.” 


—L. N. B. 





Three Principles 


In a recent conversation with a young min- 
ister, pastor of one of San Francisco’s leading 
Lutheran churches, he made three observations 
to the writer which deserve the careful ponder- 
ing of all ministers and Christian workers. 


The first of these was: “To be truly used of 
God we must be willing to forego being clever. 
Paul knew this pitfall and said to the Corinth- 
ian Christians: And my speech and preaching 
was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit, and of power, 
that your faith should not stand in the wisdom 
of men, but in the power of God.” 


Secondly: “It is useless to preach to men about 
living like Christians until they are Christians”. 
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Finally: “I am always afraid of those who 
think they have a new message for our genera- 
tion. There is but one message and it is the 
old message of God’s redemption through His 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


These observations were particularly impres- 
sive because they came from a young man; from 
a man with unusual endowments of personality 
and general attractiveness; and because I had 
been told that God is using him in a very un- 
usual way to win souls to Christ and to build 
them up in their faith and in their participation 
in the fellowship and work of the Church. 


Here is a formula we all need to allow — fore- 
go cleverness for it does not honor the Lord 
and promotes personal pride; build on the right 
foundation and in the right sequence — win 
men to Christ before you start them working 
for Him; and finally, remember there is but one 
Gospel — stick to that. 

—L. N. B. 





Satan’s Devices 


“For we are not ignorant of his devices.” 
It Corinthians 2:11 


Satan has lots of “devices” and we see him 
using them every day. 


One of his favorite devices is Discouragement. 
How often the Bible tells us to “be strong 
and of a good courage.” Those who lead God’s 
people are especially exhorted to be of good 
courage. God called Joshua to be the leader 
to succeed Moses, and this was the burden of 
His message: Be strong and of a good courage, 
for I am with thee. Discouragement nearly 
got the best of as strong a man as Elijah, and 
Satan is a master hand at taking away our 
courage. 


Another is Pride. God resists the proud, and 
Satan knows this. If he can get us to be proud, 
to despise others, to think too highly of our- 
selves, and to be self-confident, then he has 
spoiled us for any further work in the kingdom 
of God. Many a preacher has been ruined by 
this, and many a king, and many ordinary 
people. Beware of pride. 


Then, there is worry. If Satan can get us 
all upset and worried about various things, then 
he can ruin our testimony for God. Jesus said, 


Be not anxious, do not worry; God takes care 
of the birds and you are more valuable than 
they. He will take care of you. Jesus says, My 
peace I give unto you. Peace, perfect peace, is 
His gift. Do not let Satan deprive you of it, 
for it is worth more than the wealth of the 
world. 


Satan likes to make us doubt: to doubt God’s 
love and goodness, especially when we are sick. 
We forget all the good days we have had, some- 
times, when evil days come, and we murmur 
and complain. This was one of the great sins 
of the Israelites when journeying in the wilder- 
ness. If Satan tries to get us to doubt, take 
him to Calvary, and ask him, Does He not 
love me? The cross and His sufferings will 
take doubts away. It proves beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that God loves me, and that 
Jesus Christ loves me and gave Himself for me. 


Sometimes God allows Satan to test us, as 
He did in the case of Job, and Satan puts us 
through some severe tests. Let us remember 
that God will “see us through” and bring us 
out “more than conquerors,” if we will trust 
Him. 

We are not ignorant of Satan’s devices, for 
God has revealed them to us and warned us 
that our adversary walks about as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour. 


—J.K.P. 





Two Great Words and You 


Salvation and Service! Here are two tremen- 
dous words in the Christian vocabulary. They 
belong together. They are inseparably wedded 
in the Sacred Scriptures. And “what God hath 
joined together, let no man put asunder.” Yet 
we have been guilty of divorcing these two con- 
cepts with frightening results. 


Let’s look again at each of these great words 
of the Christian faith. Salvation is of necessity 
first. We must be saved before we can serve. 
Salvation is what God has done for us in Christ. 
It is ours by faith alone in the finished work 
of Christ. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31). “For 
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of 
works lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 
2:8,9). But service immediately follows salva- 
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tion in God's order. Service is what we do for 
God, or better still, what God in Christ does 
in us and through us. The very verses we have 
just quoted from Ephesians are followed im- 
mediately by the statement “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:10). 


If our salvation is real then our service should 
be a result. To display no concern to serve the 
One who has saved us by the blood of His Cross, 
is to raise serious questions about the genuine- 
ness of our salvation. On the other hand in 
the Christian life there is an unmistakable evi- 
dence of our being living branches of the true 
Vine (See John 15:5). Christian service there- 
fore is not just an elective; it’s an absolute 
requirement for accreditation as a Christian. 
Moreover, the Holy Spirit engifts Christians 
for service. No believer needs be without some 
gift for service of Christ (See I Corinthians 12) . 
The Holy Spirit wants to endow you with a 
capacity for service. Not every one receives the 
same gifts. Different Christians are endowed 
with different gifts. The important thing is 
for you to discover the Spirit's gift for you and 
put it to use. 


You may have the ability to teach a Sunday 
School class or work with young people. A 
young couple who came to me for marriage 
counseling recently testified to the impact for 
church made on their lives by an exemplary 
Christian couple who had worked for several 
years in our church as youth counselors. They 
had a desire to emulate their ministry. 


J. Edgar Hoover in a recent article in 
“Christianity Today” in commenting upon the 
23.9% increase in crime during the past five 
years, went on to underscore the need for the 
guidance of youth. He stated: “What is needed 
are men and women willing to take the time 
to work with young people. How many times 
in churches, schools and civic organizations do 
you find this complaint: ‘We simply can’t find 
anybody who'll werk with our young people!’ 
Why? Because many people plead they are 
too busy, that they have too many other things 
to do, to lend a helping hand. 


“Such an attitude is wrong. Our youth merit 
the very best of our attention. We are dealing 
with the leaders of tomorrow’s society. These 
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voungsters need religious training; they need 
to know the Bible. Adults simply must take 
the time to work with them. The alternative 
is an ever-increasing crime-rate.” 


Your gift for service may be in another area 
—men’s work, women’s work, personal witness. 
ing, exemplary stewardship (such as R. G. Le 
Tourneau, or Toddie Lee Wynne of the High. 
land Park Church, Dallas, who recently gave 
3 million dollars, the tithe of the sale of his 
oil company, to the Synod of Texas) , handiwork 
around the church, visitation in the homes of 
members, or new prospects, singing in the choir, 
serving on the church boards, offering trans. 
portation to aged and infirm persons who could 
not otherwise attend church; writing to mis. 
sionaries; visiting the “shut-ins,”” or it may be 
just worshipping faithfully each Lord’s Day at 
the services of Divine worship. This latter is 
a form of Christian service which is a more 
important witness and work than many Chris. 
tians realize. If every church member had this 
concept of service, our churches would not only 
be packed each Lord’s Day but also be attended 
with a new power and thrust in Christian wit- 
ness that would be a most compelling force in 
our tension-filled world. 


The familiar answer in the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism to the question “What is the 
chief end of man?” points up the truth we have 
been laboring: ‘‘Man’s chief end is to glorify 
God, and to enjoy Him forever.” 


Only one life 

"Twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ 
Will last. 


Christ has invited you to partake of His 
salvation by faith. As a partaker of that salva- 
tion He expects you to put yourself on the altar 
of His service. 

—G5S. 





Friendship 


This is a day of many acquaintances and few 
friends. Our relatives are given to us but we 
select our friends. Friends must have mutual in- 
terests. They must have common ideals, beliefs 
and loves; therefore a Christian cannot be a 
friend to the world. 


To most of us, one real friend often represents 
the difference between hope and despair, between 
sunshine and darkness. Friendship is peculiar in 
that the more you give away, the more your sup- 
ply increases and its quality improves. 


The Bible abounds with great friendships such 
as that of Jonathan and David. In that friend- 
ship Jonathan’s was of a higher type than David’s 
because Jonathan loved first and it was costly to 
him to love David whereas David profited by that 
love and yet it cost him nothing. 
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Jesus is the Christians’ friend and it was costly 
to Him to give us that friendship. It cost Him 


His life. “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you. Henceforth I call you not servants; for the 
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I 
have called you friends; for all things that I have 
heard of my Father I have made known unto you.” 


With these words our Lord raised us from the 
status of servant to that of Friend. Are we worthy 
of that status? The true friend always strives to 
give more than he receives. Are we doing that? 
Some of us place ourselves on the throne and 
permit Jesus to remain on the cross. But shouldn’t 
we reverse this and put self on the cross and Jesus 
on the throne? We must do this before we are 
worthy to be His friends. —R. LeC. 


“Feast of the Bloody Shirt” 


By Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Forest, Miss. 


Dr. Kenneth Foreman, in a recent article in 
the Presbyterian Outlook (“No Dancing for a 
Divorce,” September 22) , apparently reaches the 
conclusion that to celebrate the founding of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church would amount 
to a “rejoicing in evil at the worst.” He com- 
pares such a centennial to a non-Christian di- 
vorce celebration—that is, if we should make 
any attempt to set forth or justify the reasons 
behind the formation of our Church. The 
thrust of his article seems to be that we should 
not view our Church in the context of her 
origin or past history, unless we do this in 
order to see what we have in common with 
other Reformed churches, including the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church from which we parted. 
“Why,” he asks, “should we celebrate a divorce?” 
A commemoration that points out why we sep- 
arated from the Northern Church, or which 
shows up our distinguishing features against 
those of that Church would be tantamount to 
what he calls a “Feast of the Bloody Shirt.” 


Dr. Foreman is a distinguished professor at 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary and a gifted 
author with a delightful popular style. One 
is tempted to accept the evaluations of such an 
eminent leader of the Church without asking 
many questions. It seems to some, however, that 
his position on this matter leaves a considerable 
number of questions unanswered. A few of 
these questions are listed for our constructive 
thinking and judgment. 


1. Does the position of Dr. Foreman imply 
that the Southern Church, in remaining outside 
of the communion with our parent body, is 
existing in a sinful state of divorce? In other 
words, is it wrong for us to fail to re-unite with 
the Northern Church, much less to discuss the 
grounds for divorce in 1861? Dr. Foreman still 
sees “the light in the old home window” burn- 
ing in vain. One gathers that this continuing 
separation is deeply painful to him. We are 
certain that he expresses the opinion and re- 
flects the sentiments of more than a few in our 
Church and in the Northern Church. 


NOVEMBER 12, 1958 


2. Do the grounds for that divorce still exist? 
In spite of the fact that divorce is painful, 
there are scriptural grounds upon which divorce 
under certain circumstances is justified. (In- 
cidentally, there are also circumstances in Scrip- 
ture where re-marriage after divorce is positive- 
ly prohibited. See, for example, Deuteronomy 
24:1-4.) What point would there be in a cen- 
tennial that did not review the past with the 
intent of re-studying the basis of the anniver- 
sary? Are we simply to look uncritically towards 
the future, praying for a renewed ecumenical 
outreach, confessing at the same time to the 
sinful state of separation in which we now exist? 


3. It seems to this writer that Dr. Foreman 
is creating a wrong impression concerning the 
situation of the founders of our Church. They 
had no other choice than to secede. After cross- 
ing two lines of fire to reach Philadelphia, they 
found out that they could in good conscience 
do no other than to create a divorce. They were 
hesitant to found our Church. The truth is 
that the Southern portion of the national Pres- 
byterian Church was virtually unseated by the 
Assembly. The Gardiner Spring’s Resolution 
adopted by that body “was simply a writ of 
ejectment of all that portion of the Church 
within the bounds of eleven States, which had 
already withdrawn from the Federal Union” 
(B. M. Palmer, Thornwell’s Life and Letters, 
pp. 501,502). Our first Moderator declared 
that “the Southern Presbyteries were compelled 
to separate themselves, in order to preserve the 
crown rights of the Redeemer, and the spiritual 
independence of His Kingdom, the Church” 
(ibid., p. 502). It may be that some of these 
things still need preserving and that the South- 
ern Church can still do this best for herself 
separately. At any rate, in the preserving of 
the form of Presbyterianism that they had hith- 
erto always professed, the Southerners did not 
establish the Church in 1861 with a profound 
sense of sinfulness on their part. The divorce 
was inevitable, true; but to have remained to- 
gether would have violated their spiritual prin- 
ciples and-their sense of right and wrong, 
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So far were they trom feeling guilt on their 
part for the “discord” created that the great 
theologian R. L. Dabney, in a letter to Dr. Hoge, 
of January 2, 1867, expressed their fear that 
the Northern Church would swallow up the 
Southern Church, that her independence would 
“be lost after a time, partly betrayed by its 
own men, and partly overpowered by the Yan- 
kees,” and that in “thirty years” there would 
be “no such thing as a separate Southern 
Church” (T. C. Johnson, Life and Letters of 
Robert Lewis Dabney, p. 303). 


We do not want to neglect responsibilities and 
opportunities that God will present to us in 
the future. We cannot deny, and we would 
not want to deny, the important things that 
we hold in common with other Presbyterians. 
The point of this article is that we do not 
have to suppose that our Church is existing in 


a sinful state of disunity, and she would not 
be promoting a spirit of discord merely by 
reviewing something of her past record. 


Furthermore, it would do us good to review 
the past history and principles of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, along with the strength 
and bravery of some of her spiritual giants, 
Too few of our people are familiar with them 
as it is. The grounds for divorce were once 
strong. It may be that a re-study would show 
us that the grounds for divorce are still reason 
enough to keep us in a separate body for a while 
longer. It is quite conceivable that some of 
the “contempt of the proud” may be found on 
the side of those who are pained for a sinful 
state that simply does not exist. Why not cele. 
brate the birth of a prospering Church—that 
is, if that Church is still true to its calling? 


Studies In The Westminster Presbyterian Standards 


By Morton H. Smith, 


Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


STUDY II 
OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 


I. Starting Point—The Glory of God—Man’s 
Chief End. 


As noted in the introductory study, the 
Catechisms stand as an introduction to the 
Confession. There is a sense in which we each 
start our thinking about any subject with our- 
selves. So also the Catechisms begin with the 
question that deals with our ultimate end or 
purpose in life. The classic answer of the 
Shorter Catechism teaches that the grand and 
majestic purpose of man’s existence is first, 
the glory of God, and then the resultant en- 
joying of Him forever. At the outset, then, 
our Standards open with a God-centered state- 
ment, and not a man centered statement. Our 
enjoyment of Heaven is not to be our first and 
primary goal, but rather the seeking of the 
glory of God Himself, from whom our own 
happiness is derived. 


Certainly with this high note set at the be- 
ginning of our Standards we may well look for 
high and glorious doctrines to be presented 
in this classic Christian Confession. 


Il. The Bible — The Foundation Stone of all 
Christian Doctrine. 


The Catechisms having introduced us to the 
chief end of man, we are moved next to the 
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rule of faith and life, which shows us how 
we ought to glorify God and enjoy Him. This 
rule of faith and life is found in the Scripture 
alone. This brings us to the formal starting 
point of all Christian doctrine; namely, the 
Bible. 


It is instructive to see that the writers of 
the Confession of Faith, recognized that all of 
Christian doctrine must come from the Bible. 
They thus placed the chapter that deals with 
Scripture as the first, the foundation chapter 
of the Confession. This Chapter is one of the 
greatest in the Confession, and certainly one 
of the greatest in the history of Christian thought 
as a statement of the Christian view of Scripture. 
In our treatment of this Chapter we are follow- 
ing Warfield’s The Westminster Assembly and 
Its Work. 


Ill. The Treatment of the Chapter 
A. The Necessity of Scripture 


1. Regarding General Revelation 


All truth comes from God. God having cre- 
ated the world and all that is in it, has truly 
revealed Himself in it. This work of creation 
together with the work of keeping and preserv- 
ing it, known as providence, falls within the 
realm of truth known as general revelation. All 
men have the light of nature, and as the con- 
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fession indicates are left inexcusable before God. 
That is, they can all see and recognize both 
from the world around them and from their 
own natures that there is a God, and that they 
are but His creatures, who therefore ought to 
love Him and live perfectly before Him. But, 
though they ought to see this and thus refrain 
from sin, they do not, and are thus inexcusable 
before their Maker. Man can never claim that 
God has not shown Himself to him, for all of 
nature including the man himseif is a revela- 
tion of God. 


Having stated the reality of general revela- 
tion, and the fact that it is sufficient to leave 
all men inexcusable, the Confession then moves 
on to point out the fact that it is not sufficient 
to give man the knowledge of what God has 
done for him as a sinner in the way of a plan 
of salvation. Thus general revelation is suf- 
ficient to leave man inexcusable as far as sin 
is concerned, but insufficient to show him a 
way of salvation. 


2. The Fact of Supernatural or Special 
Revelation 


Due to this insufficiency of general revela- 
tion to give man a way of salvation, and since 
it has pleased God to provide such a way, He 
has revealed it to man in special or super- 
natural ways. He was pleased to use various 
and sundry means of doing this, but has now 
brought this to a close. 


It is due to the fact that this special revela- 
tion has ceased, together with the purpose of 
better preserving, and propagating the truth 
and establishing and comforting the Church 
that this revelation has been committed 
“wholly unto writing.” It may be noted that the 
writing of the revelation was not necessary as 
far as the original form of the Gospel was 
concerned, but is needed for preserving, propa- 
gating, for establishing and comforting. As such 
the Confession describes the Scriptures “most 
necessary.”” Conceivably God might have pre- 
served, and propagated the truth in some other 
way, but He did not, so also with the establish- 
ing and comforting of the Church. It has been 
His will to do this by committing wholly to 
writing “that knowledge of God, and of his 
will which is necessary unto salvation.” Thus 
the Confession teaches the “necessity of Scrip- 
ture for our salvation.” 


B. The Definition of Scripture 


In paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Confession we 
find the Scripture defined. Of special note 
are the various terms that are used inter- 
changeably to describe the Scriptures, both in 
the Confession and the Catechisms. 


“Holy Scripture” 
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“the word of God written” 


“Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments” 


“the word of God” 
“the only rule of faith and life” 


“the only rule to direct us how we may glorify 
and enjoy Him” 


“the very Word of God” 


“the whole counsel of God” 


1. The definition of Scripture — 
extensively 


The Confession, and the Catechisms, are very 
explicit as to the extent of the Scripture. Only 
the books of the Old and New Testaments are 
included. And to be absolutely certain about 
what this means, the Confession gives us an 
exact list of the books included in these two 
Testaments. The extent of Scripture then is 
specifically defined as the 39 books of the Old 
Testament and the 27 books of the new Testa- 
ment. 


2. The definition of Scripture — 
intensively 


Having listed these 66 books of the Old and 
New Testaments the Confession then proceeds 
to give the distinguishing character of these 
books, namely, “given by inspiration of God.” 
This is seen both in the last part of paragraph 
2 and in paragraph 3, where the thing that 
bars the Apocrypha from the Scripture is the 
fact that they are “not . . . of divine inspiration 

not to be any otherwise approved, or 
made use of, than other human writings.” 


In other words the thing that makes the 
Bible different from ordinary human writings 
is the inspiration of God. It should be noted 
that the paragraph “All which are given by 
inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith and 
life,” teaches first that the whole Bible is given 
by inspiration, and when taken in connection 
with the fact that all of the books are sepa- 
rately listed, also teaches that not only is the 
Bible as a whole inspired, but also in its 
parts. If the grammatical structure of this sen- 
tence is carefully noted, it will be further seen 
that the Confession here clearly teaches that 
it is inspiration that fits the Bible to be the 
infallible rule of faith and life. In other words, 
this sentence is not to be taken as defining 
inspiration itself, or limiting inspiration to cer- 
tain parts of the Bible and not to other parts. 
Rather it is the very fact that all of the books 
of the Bible, both as a whole and in their 
parts, are given by inspiration of God that 
the Bible as a whole and in its parts is to be 


PAGE 7 








considered as our rule of faith and life. To 
limit the inspiration here to just matters of 
faith and practice, and to imply that some parts 
of the Bible are not inspired is simply not 
warranted by the Confession. 


One further question needs to be considered 
at this point. Just what does the Confession 
mean by inspiration? Actually there is no sec- 
tion of the Confession devoted to the definition 
of inspiration, but the meaning of the word may 
be found in the way in which it is used by the 
Confession and its writers. First, let us list 
the various usages of the term or its synonyms 
in the Standards: 


“to commit the same wholly to writing” par. 1. 
“the word of God written” par. 2. 


“divine inspiration” as differing from “human 
writings” par. 3. 


“God, the author thereof” par. 4. 


“assurance of the infallible truth and divine 
authority thereof” par. 5. 


“the very Word of God” L.C. 4; 157. 
“immediately inspired by God” par. 8. 


“the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture” 
par. 10. 


All of these quotations indicate that the 
Standards use the word “inspiration” to mean 
that God is considered as the active Author of 
the Scripture. John Ball, one of the members 
of the Westminster Assembly, which framed 
these Standards, defines very explicitly for us 
the meaning of the phrase “immediately in- 
spired.” “To be immediately inspired, is to 
be as it were breathed, and to come from the 
Father by the Holy Ghost, without all means.” 
From this terminology used in the Confession 
(par. 8.) we see that it was to convey the 
distinct concept that God was looked upon as 
the true Author of the whole Word. 


Dr. B. B. Warfield, in his excellent study 
The Westminster Assembly and Its Work has 
summarized the conclusion to which we are 
driven, by the cumulative teaching of the Stan- 
dards on inspiration, in the following words: 
“The Westminster Confession contains in it- 
self, therefore, the material by which we may 
be assured that the inspiration, which it affirms 
in our present sections to be characteristic of 
all the Biblical books, was conceived by it as 
constituting the Scriptures in the most precise 
sense, the very Word of God, divinely trust- 
worthy and divinely authoritative in all their 
parts and in all their elements alike.” (p.204). 


We have spent this much time on the matter 
of the inspiration of Scripture, simply because 
it is so very foundational for the doctrine -of 
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our Church, and yet it is the very place where 
there is so much question in the minds of many 
in Presbyterian circles today. The Westminster 
divines had a clear-cut meaning in their writing 
on this subject, and if we as a Church are to 
remain true to their Standards, we must be sure 
that we understand them aright. 


3. Definition of Scripture — 
exclusively — par. 3. 


One further point in the definition of Scrip- 
ture that needs to be noted is the fact that the 
Confession clearly excludes the Apochryphal 
books from the Scripture, on the grounds that 
they are not inspired. It is of interest to note 
that these books were known to Christ and the 
disciples, but never placed on the level of Scrip- 
ture by them, thus giving us sure ground that 
they are not to be considered Scripture. 


IV. Observations and Questions for Discussion 
and Application 
A. Some Observations 


1. The Bible is God’s creation for our 
faith and understanding. 


2. Our faith has no other infallible 
foundation. 


3. God’s spirit does not speak to us out- 
side of, or contrary to, the Bible. 


4. All of this being true, we should study 
the Bible diligently to know what God 
speaks to us. 


5. We should prepare ourselves by study 
and prayer to be able to understand 
the Bible and intelligently use it. 


B. Questions 
1. Why is the Bible necessary? 


2. Why does the Bible contain only the 
particular books listed in the Con- 
fession of Faith? ‘. 
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3. Does the Confession teach that the 
Bible is only inspired in matters of 
faith and practice? 


4. Is the Bible true in matters of science 
and history also? 


5. Does a high view of inspiration de- 
mand a mechanical dictation theory? 


6. If we do not hold to a mechanical 
dictation theory of inspiration, can 
our view still be plenary verbal in- 
spiration. 


V. Aids for Further Study of the Inspiration 
and of the Canon of Scripture. 


A. Works on Inspiration 
In addition to the general works on the Con- 
fession and those on Theology listed at the 
end of the Introduction the following are 
worthy of special note in studying inspiration: 
Gaussen, Plenary Inspiration (also Theopneustia). 
$3.50. One of the classics in the field. 


mae oN & Woolley (Editors) Infallible Word. 
3.00. 
Chapter I of this volume by John Murray sets 
forth very beautifully the claims of the Bible 
regarding its own inspiration. 
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to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s little 
“lambs” in Israel. 


Our obligation towards these needy ones is 
increasing. 


Who will help us to nurture the children in 
the Gospel? 
HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European Bethel Mission. Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St. Dept. SP Los Angeles 26, Calif. 











Warfield, B. B. Inspiration and Authority of 
Scripture. $3.75. 
A collection of Inspiration and Authority of 
Scripture. 


Warfield, B. B. Westminster Assembly and Its 
Work. $3.00. 
Several of the articles in this volume deal with 
the matter of the view of inspiration of the 
Confession. We have frankly followed Warfield 
in our treatment of this chapter of the con- 
fession. 
Young, E. J., Thy Word Is Truth. $3.50. 
An excellent recent work on inspiration. It is 
written in a popular style, and deals with most 
of the problems confronting the thinking per- 
son on this subject. 
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia - article. 
$35.00 set 5 vols. 
“Inspiration” by Warfield - a concise article on 
the subject. 
Young, E. J. Introduction to Old Testament. $5.00. 


Thiessen, H. C. Introduction to the New Testament. 
$3.50. 


Broomall, Wick. Biblical Criticism. $4.95. 


Note—aAll of the above listed books may be pur- 
chased from 
Book Department 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been completed and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 





Ist Reader .................... eg $3.25 
2nd Reader .................... $2.50 5th Reader .................... $3.50 
3rd Reader .................. Se: 8 3 CCl l= $3.75 
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BOOTH, ABRAHAM: THE REIGN OF GRACE 


311 pp. 2.50 


a 
In this old classic (1768) an instructive introduction by Dr. Thomas Chalmers 
adds value to the discussion. The subject is thoroughly and beautifully treated 
in relation to salvation, election and calling, justification, adoption, sanctifi- 
cation, holiness, good works, and the person and work of Christ. 
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Bible Time 
STAND-UPS 


A storytelling toy to delight every child. 
Full-color die-cut figures stand up by 
themselves to make a 3-dimensional Bible 
story scene. Opposite side of board pro- 
vides colorful backdrop. Heavy card 
board, 1344”x7”, cellophane wrapped. 

They’re fun . . . and educational too! 
A marvelous gift for preschoolers. 


The Nativity (illustrated). ...Order 2560 


Jesus and Children of the World.. 2561 
Ee 2562 





Garden Full of 
PRAYERS 


A brand-new “Sally and Tommy” fold-up 
storybook—this time about gardens. Six 
full-color pictures have die-cut lift-up 
flaps that reveal surprises mentioned in 
the stories. Seven stories (some about 
Bible gardens, too). Seven brief prayers 
to learn. 


An extra-special gift. 2901........ $1 


__{@ From your Christian Bookstore, or 








Bible Verse 
CALENDAR 


Here’s an unusual gift for chil- 
dren 8 years old and up. 

Each monthly calendar page 
has full-color Bible picture on 
the life of Christ, a seasonal 
sketch in color, a poem, and 
Bible verses to learn. Large 
numerals, presentation page, 
and “how to use.” 9609. . .30c. 

10 for $2.50, $20 per 100 
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SERMONS FROM JOB 


Twenty of Calvin’s famous sermons on the 
Book of Job. Introductory Essay by Harold 
Leroy Nixon, Translator. 
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THE NEW MODERNISM—Van Til 
An appraisal of the theology of Barth and Brunner 
$3.75 postpaid 


Second printing — Only five copies on hand 
Order quick from 

THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 30 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Teaching By Parables 


Background Scripture: Mark 4:1-34 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 13:10-17 


Teaching by Parables was a form of teaching used almost exclusively by Jesus. Outside of the 
Gospels we find, if I remember correctly, only about two (the song of the vineyard in Isaiah 5. 
and Jotham’s parable in Tudges 9:7, and these bear but slight resemblance to the matchless parables 
of Jesus concerning the Kingdom of God. The little girl’s definition of a parable is as good or better 
than anv other T have seen: It is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. There are onlv a 


few parables in Mark. but a great many in 
Matthew and Luke. Only occasionally is the 
explanation given, and some of them have been 
interpreted in fanciful ways. It takes spiritual 
discernment to see the truth. When people’s 
hearts are waxed gross and their ears are dull 
of hearing and they close their eyes, then they 
do not understand the meaning and are not 
blessed by it, but “Blessed are your eyes, for 
they see; and your ears, for they hear.” May 
our eyes and ears be opened by the Holy Spirit 
as we study some of these parables today! 


I. The Parable of the Sower (or Soils) 
Mark 4:1-20. 


This is usually called the Parable of the 
Sower, but the emphasis is on the soils, or the 
hearts and minds of those who hear: “If any 
man hath ears to hear, let him hear.” “Take 
heed what ye hear.” It is not the fault of the 
sower, but of the one who hears, if the seed 
fails to produce a good harvest. Jesus was the 
Great Sower: the seed He sowed was pure; but 
the effect of His teaching and preaching was 
not always very fruitful, for the hearts of His 
hearers were correctly described by Isaiah when 
he said of the Israelites: “By hearing ye shall 
hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye 
shall see, and shall not perceive; for this peo- 
ple’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; 
lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them.” The re- 
sponsibility is ours: it is our heart, and our 
eyes, and our ears, and we must take heed to 
them: we should pray that He will open eye 
and ear and heart. 


All through the grainfields there were hard 
beaten paths where people walked: and it 
came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the 
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way side, and the fowls of the air came and 
devoured it up. Some seeds are alwavs wasted 
when sown bv hand, and even with our modern 
drills some do not get into the soil. So, 
as we preach and teach some of the words are 
wasted for the hearts and minds of many peo- 
ple are like the beaten path. It does not take 
long to snatch away any seeds that mav have 
fallen on them. In the average congregation 
there will always be those who pay no attention 
to the preacher. Perhaps their minds are on 
some business deal or some planned pleasure 
trip, and they are waiting rather impatiently 
for the service to be over so that they can pack 
a lunch, get into the car and go for a picnic. 
Jesus, the greatest of all preachers. knew that 
the word sown would not enter the hearts of 
many of His hearers, but would be snatched 
away. 


Some soil is very shallow and beneath it there 
is a layer of rock. I have a few acres of land, 
and I call my place, “Rocky Ridge Gardens.” 
In many places the soil is only a few inches 
deep and unless it rains almost constantly what- 
ever is planted there withers away. I was down 
in the strawberry patch just a day or two ago. 
We have had lots of rain, but there were spots 
where the plants were beginning to wilt. There 
are people who are like this: we call them 
“shallow-minded.” Jesus said that some of the 
seed fell on stony ground, where it had not 
much earth; it sprang up quickly but having 
no root, when the sun was up it was scorched 
and because it had no root, it withered away. 
There are some people who will be easily moved 
by a sermon, perhaps weep while you preach, 
and you feel that your sermon is doing good, 
but if you see them a few hours later they are 
the same as ever. There are those who cannot 
bear any hardship or trial or persecution for 
the word has not gone down deep enough; it 


PAGE 11 











has no root; they are not “rooted and ground- 
ed” in the faith: Be thou faithful unto death 
and I will give thee a crown of life. The ques- 
tion is often asked when speaking of “mass 
evangelism,” do the converts “hold out’? Jesus 
spoke to thousands of people; He preached the 
word in its purity, but all of those who followed 
Him did not hold out. We find some of them 
deserting Him as He began to speak of deeper 
things or of things hard to understand. There 
were those who said, I will follow, but who 
turned away when the cross loomed in sight. 
We need not be discouraged when some of our 
seed falls on stony ground. It did in Jesus’ day; 
and it will do it in our day. 


Some soil is full of thorns. On my place 
our chief pest is not thorns, although there 
are plenty of these, but Bermuda or Wire Grass. 
Seed planted or sown is choked out. If it is 
a hoe crop then you have a terrible time keep- 
ing it down. Some people’s minds are so clut- 
tered up with the cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other 
things that the word is choked out. I was look- 
ing at a field once in mountain land. It was 
fertile soil, and the wheat was as high as your 
head, but so were the locust sprouts. “I told 
the man (he’s a share-cropper) not to sow 
wheat in this field, for it was full of locust 
sprouts, but he sowed it anyway,” said the 
farmer. The wheat was choked out and the 
crop could not be harvested. I feel that per- 
haps in these days when we have so much on 
our minds, when we have so many cares of 
this world, when everybody is trying to make 
all: the money they can, and when there are 
so many pleasures to be enjoyed, that we 
are more in danger here than anywhere else. 
Who has time, or takes time, to read and medi- 
tate upon God’s Word? Few seem to feel that 
they can spare five or ten minutes to have 
the Family Altar. Many of our forefathers 
would call together not only the family, but 
the servants, and read goodly portions from the 
Word and have a real worship service. This 
world is too much with us. Some day we will 
look death in the face and realize that we 
have wasted much precious time on these vani- 
ties of the world. If there was danger here in 
Jesus’ day, how much more danger in our 
modern, busy world! This is the danger that 
John saw when he said, Love not the world, 
nor the things of the world. This world can 
easily choke the word and it will be unfruitful. 
Let us beware of the thorns! 


Thank God there is some good soil! The 
farmer would give up in despair if all his soil 
were like the three kinds we have been dis- 
cussing. (I do see some farms like this and it 
is a pitiful sight). But there is good soil. 
There are people whose. hearts are ready. . The 
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heart of Lydia was like that, and when Paul 
preached the Lord opened her heart and she 
became a faithful disciple. All over the world 
there are those who respond to the message of 
the Gospel and become fruitful Christians, some 
thirty-fold, some sixty, some an hundred. | These 
are the ones who are “our joy and crown.” Jesus 
had them, Paul had them, and all of us who 
preach can remember the faithful and _ loyal 
members of the church, the ones you can count 
on. 


Before we leave this parable, let me remind 
you that the Holy Spirit can work wonders 
with a man’s soul. He can soften the beaten 
path; He can break up the stony ground; He 
can remove the thorns! They were pricked 
in their hearts and cried out, men and brethren, 
what shall we do? Peter had preached to many 
of those who had joined in the cry, Crucify 
Him. The Holy Spirit had done something 
to their hearts while Peter preached. The bad 
soil had become good soil. They were con- 
victed of sin and ready — 3,000 of them — to 
accept Christ as Saviour. Let us pray that this 
may happen in Australia, and in all places where 
the Gospel is preached! 


II. How the Seed Grows: Mark 4:26-29. 


This is a short parable, a companion to the 
parable of the Sower, showing that just as 
men cast seed into the soil and just quietly 
wait for it to germinate and grow and bear 
fruit, so we can in faith go on sowing the 
Word. It will not return unto Him void, but 
it shall prosper in the thing whereunto God 
has sent it. Let me say that today the great- 
est work being done is the work of translating, 
printing, and distributing the Word of God 
in all languages and in all lands. This is 
indeed, “Sowing the Seed,” and the results are 
amazing. Oftentimes the printed Word has 
preceded the missionary and has begun to 
spring up and bear fruit. The work of the 
great Bible Societies is a foundation work. God 
honors His Word and when people are faced 
with it there are many miracles of grace. 


III. Parable of the Mustard Seed: Mark 4:30-34. 


This parable is usually interpreted as mean- 
ing the tremendous growth of the kingdom 
from its small beginning to its present size, 
and certainly this is true. When we think of 
the small group — 120 in all — who gathered 
in the upper room to pray, and the present 
size of the church with its millions upon mil- 
lions of members we can see the likeness to 
the small mustard seed and the world-wide 
plant with its great branches reaching into 
every country. We can thank God for the 
growth of the church — its greatness today. 


I never like to pass over this parable, how- 
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ever, without citing the different interpreta- 
tion given by one whom Dr. Lingle said was 
the greatest Bible Teacher of our time, Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan. Dr. Morgan believed that 
this parable taught the danger of abnormal 
growth, rather than natural, healthy growth. 
It was not natural for the mustard to become 
such a big plant. At first, in the face of perse- 
cution, the growth of the church was healthy. 
When Christianity became the popular thing 


later on and kings and princes used their influ- 
ence to encourage it, the church was flooded 
with unregenerate people and became so cor- 
rupt and worldly minded that it almost degen- 
erated into a political organization, then we 
see what Dr. Morgan points out. I mention this 
because there is food for thought here. Big- 
ness is not always a sign of Greatness and the 
church today is in need of purifying and 
pruning. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 30 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Thanksgiving 


(One minister whose young people use our 
program material has suggested that many 
groups should find it profitable to devote more 
time to learning to use their Bibles. In accord- 
ance with this suggestion, we shall recommend 
games and exercises from time to time that 
will promote knowledge and use of the Bible. 
We list below some verses that can be used 
in a Bible Drill. Let the leader call out the 
references one by one. The other members 
can try to find the verse, and when one has 
found it, he raises his hand. The leader rec- 
ognizes the first person to find the verse and 
calls on him to stand and read it. If there 
is a desire for friendly competition, the group 
can be divided into two teams and the score 
can be kept. This should prove to be an in- 
teresting way to see what the Bible has to say 
on certain subjects, and it will familiarize the 
young people with the arrangement of the 
Bible.) 


Verses on Thanksgiving 
Psalm 147:7, II Corinthians 2:14, Psalm 100:4, 
I Corinthians 15:57, Ephesians 5:20, Psalm 
116:12-14, eon 2:9, II Corinthians 9:15, 
Revelation 7:12, Colossians 2:6-7, Psalm 50:14, 
Psalm 95:2, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, and 
Psalm 92:1-2. 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 
“Now Thank We All Our God” 
“O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing” 


Scripture: Psalm 100 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

We have just observed Thanksgiving Day. 
One thing for which we ought always to be 
thankful is that we live in a land which has 
an. officially appointed and_ nationally recog- 
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nized day for the giving of thanks to God. Many 
of the trends in our country are away from 
spiritual things, but Thanksgiving Day still 
points us toward the sovereignty of God and re- 
minds us that we are responsible to Him. We 
always do well to give thanks for Thanksgiving 
Day. 


Any thoughtful person recognizes that many 
of our Thanksgiving observances and traditions 
have little to do with the expression of gratitude 
to God. We enjoy the holiday spirit, the 
parades, the sporting events, and lavish feasts, 
but in all of these do we give any thought 
to the blessings which God has showered on 
us and on our nation? Thanksgiving Day is 
good as it stands, but we can make it better 
by dedicating ourselves to making it first of 
all a day for the giving of thanks to God. We 
can make this special day more meaningful 
by pledging ourselves to the practice of being 
thankful every day of the year. Our speakers 
will suggest some practical ways of showing 
gratitude in our daily life. 


First Speaker: 

One of the most important ways of being 
thankful is in our thoughts. The Bible says 
of man, “As he thinketh in his heart, so is 
he.” Proverbs 23:7. We cannot be truly thank- 
ful unless we are thankful at heart. Do we 
often take the advice of the gospel hymn and 
“count our blessings’? We are tempted to 
spend more time pining for things we do not 
have, than in thinking in thankfulness about 
the many blessings God has given us. We who 
are citizens of the United States have more to 
be thankful for than people in any other place. 
We have material blessings that are unparal- 
lelled. We have the blessings of freedom and 
opportunity. Best of all, we have free access 
to the religion of Jesus Christ. In Christ we 
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have freedom from sin and condemnation. We 
are of all people most blessed. Let us think 
on these things, and as we think let us give 
sincere thanks from our hearts. 


Second Speaker: 

Another way of practicing thanksgiving is 
to be careful to express gratitude to other peo- 
ple who have helped and befriended us. So 
many of the joys in our lives are the result 
of what other people have done for us. Are 
we tempted to take their kindnesses for grant- 
ed? Are we always mindful of the efforts of 
others to add to our happiness, and do we 
thank them faithfully? The person who does 
deeds of kindness because his life is filled with 
the kindness of Christ does not do those things 
in order to be praised, but it will certainly 
add to his happiness to know that his efforts 
are appreciated. (Read Luke 17:12-17.) Jesus 
expected thanks from those He had healed, 
and those who help us have a right to expect 
an expression of gratitude. The giving of 
thanks enriches the lives of those who show 
us kindness. If we are not thankful to men, 
we are not likely to be thankful to God. We 
can practice thanksgiving by showing gratitude 
to other people. 


Third Speaker: 

Whenever we think of thanksgiving, God 
ought always to be central in our thoughts. He 
is the source of all our blessings. (Read James 
1:17.) Many of the Scripture verses we used 
in the Bible drill reminded us of God’s bless- 
ings to us and of His desire that we give Him 
thanks. He wants us to think thoughts of 
thanks, to pray prayers of thanks, to sing hymns 
of thanks, to speak words of thanks, and to 
do deeds of thanks. God deserves our thanks. 
Who can begin to number His gifts and bless- 
ings to us. Of course, the greatest and best 
gift is the gift of His Son through Whom we 
have forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.” 
II Corinthians 9:15. 


The Shorter Catechism states that ‘“Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever.” This statement is profoundly true. 
We do not glorify God as we ought to and we 
do not know fullness of joy until we have 
learned to live lives of thankfulness to Him. 


Ask the young people to sing The Doxology 
as a heart-felt prayer of praise and thanksgiving. 
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Say, Teenagers! 
Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, do you like heroes? Well, here is 
one who was the first Christian martyr. His 
name was Stephen. That’s all we know about 
his name, and nothing of his family or where 
he came from. It doesn’t matter. His middle 
name should have been “Full,” for that is what 
he was — “full of faith and of the Holy Ghost,” 


and “full of faith and power,” according to 
Acts 6:5&8. 


“Full” is really a big word and gives a lot 
of satisfaction. You see it on the instrument 
panel of your car, at the right end of a row 
of dots; at the left end is the word “Empty,” 
which is a very poor word. There is no con- 
fidence and little joy in going if we have a 
suspicion that the tank is nearly empty. I was 
visiting a friend in a beautiful country. After 
supper we walked out on the veranda; the 
moon was shining. He invited me to take a 
spin in his new car. Out several miles, the 
engine coughed once or twice and expired. We 
pushed the car to the side of the road and 
walked back home. No filling station any 
closer. I felt sorry for my friend, for he was 
mortified and inconsolable. A car is of very 
little use unless it gets to the filling station 
at intervals. 


Wouldn’t it be a fine thing to have a car 
that would never run short of fuel, a car 
possessed of a secret attachment—an invisible 
pipeline to the power! Stephen was that kind 
of man. He was continuously connected with 
the Power. He was always full of that which 
the Spirit supplies. 


The apostles wanted seven deacons “full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom,” and when they 
got their seven, Stephen’s name was at the top 
of the list with special mention. He went out 
to bear his witness to Jesus Christ among the 
people, and being “full of faith and power,” 
did great wonders and miracles. Christ’s enemies 
tried to overthrow his statements, but “they 
were not able to resist the wisdom and the 
spirit by which he spake.” 


But Stephen’s “fulness” of the Spirit enabled 
him to do yet a greater thing. Some men are 
full enough to fight, but it takes a greater 
fulness to forgive. Anger, resentment, vindic- 
tiveness — these shrink the channel of God's 
grace and stop the flow. Love, humility, faith 
—these keep the channel open and a full sup- 
ply. Stephen was a full man—so full of the 
Spirit that he saw the glory of God through a 
cloud blackened sky; so full of the spirit of 
love that even while his tormentors hurled 
stones against his quivering flesh he could beg 
God not to hold it against them. He was 
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nearer like his Master in his life and in his 
death than any other disciple — so far as the 
record goes. I am quite sure that Stephen tried 
to be like Jesus in all things — in life, in 
speech, in manner, in thought, in purpose. He 
must have known Jesus personally and was cap- 
tivated by His matchless grace, His wondrous 
love, His sublime character. 


Stephen swung wide the big doors of his 
heart and mind, and made an unconditional 
surrender, saying, “Even so, Lord Jesus, come 
in, take charge of my life and make it, with 
all fulness, like Thyself.” He imitated Jesus 
in every way he could think of, even copying 
His dying sentences; and God honored that 
imitation, even to the point of a transfiguration, 
for as he stood before his traducers, he “looked 
up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand 
of God”; and all that sat in the council “saw 
his face as it had been the face of an angel.” 


Teenagers, do you think a thing like that is 
impossible in this practical day? It is not. If 
you will study to know Jesus (Phil. 3:10) — 
and He wants you to know Him — and will 
ask God to fill you with the Spirit (Luke 11:13) 
you, too, will have power, wisdom, grace and 
every needed thing (Phil. 4:19) to enable you 
to live a life of faith and power. Now look at 
Revelation 3:20; hear His knock and His voice 
— and swing wide your door. He will come in 
— to stay. Read Acts 6:8-15. 
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JAPAN: 


The Rev. and Mrs. Donnell McCall of our Japan 
Mission announce the arrival of a daughter, Fran- 
ces Nell. She was born in Japan on October 22. 


The McCalls have two sons, Robert Donnell, Jr., 
three years old, and Roy King, two. Mrs. McCall 
is the former Virginia Montgomery, daughter of 
the Rev. and Mrs. James N. Montgomery who are 
missionaries to Taiwan. She married Mr. McCall 
in Kobe, Japan, in 1953. She is a graduate of 
Agnes Scott College and the General Assembly’s 
Training School. 


Mr. McCall is the son of the Rev. and Mrs. 
R. K. McCall of Haskell, Texas. He is a member 
of the Mid-Texas Presbytery. He studied at 
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Austin College, Bob Jones University, and Columbia 
Presbyterian Seminary. 





The Rev. and Mrs. McLauchlin of our Japan 
Mission are scheduled to return to the field about 
the middle of November after a brief furlough 
in this country. 


Dr. McLauchlin was born in Wadesboro, N. C. 
He is a graduate of Davidson College and Union 
Seminary in Richmond, Va. He is a member of 
Orange Presbytery. 


Mrs. McLauchlin is the former Elizabeth Wilson 
of Richmond. The McLauchlins have three chil- 
dren. One daughter, Mrs. Lyle W. Peterson, is 
serving as a missionary in Japan. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, 5S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, 5S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
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L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
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Belk-Simpson Co. 
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Belk-Simpson Co. 
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Belk-Simpson Co. 
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J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
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R. E. McCormick, Mor.-Prop. 
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J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
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Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mor.-Prop. 
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T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Elmo Smith, Mgar.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


THE SIMPSON SUPERVISED GROUP 
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Richmond has been the furlough home for the 
missionary couple. 


MEXICO: 


Miss Lettie Beaty crossed the border on October 
14 to return to her work in Toluca. 


She is a native of Mooresville, N. C., where she 
is a member of Prospect Presbyterian Church. She 
studied at the General Assembly’s Training School 
in Richmond, Va. 


CONGO: 


Miss Jacqueline Muris of Congo mission is due 
in the United States about November 15 on fur- 
lough. 


She is a native of France, and received her edu- 
cation at College de Jeunes Filles, Cannes, A.M., 
France, and the University of Aux Marseille, Nice, 
A.M., France. She also studied at the Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond, Va., and is a mem- 
ber of the Ginter Park Presbyterian Church of that 
city. 


Baton Rouge, La., will be her furlough home. 


TAIWAN: 


Miss Charlotte Dunlap is scheduled to sail from 
Keelung on Nov. 2, for furlough here. 


She considers Winnsboro, S. C., home. She 
is a graduate of St. Joseph’s Hospital, and is a 
member of the Sion Presbyterian Church in Winns- 
boro. Winnsboro will be her furlough home while 
in the United States. 


She served for many years as a missionary to 
China. In 1953 she was transferred to the Taiwan 
Mission where she has been serving in the Christian 
Hospital, Chang Hwa. 


KOREA: 


Miss Betty Boyer who has just completed a 
short term of three years in Korea Mission, has 
returned to the States and is now in Richmond, 


Va. She was located in Chunju Hospital while in 
mission service. 


She received her education at Maryville College 
and the Medical College of Virginia School of 
Nursing, and is a member of the Second Presby- 
terian Church in that city. 


Miss Ocie Respess of Decatur, Ga., has returned 
to the United States after completing a three year 


term of service in the Chunju Hospital as a medical 
technologist. 


Miss Respess studied at Georgia State College 
for Women and Crawford Long Hospital Labora- 
tory. She is a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Atlanta, Ga. 





Ecclesiastical Octopus 
Continues To Grow 


New York, Oct. 21 — The National Council of 
Churches today established a new top post, as- 
sociate general secretary for interpretation, and 
named to it a former lawyer and judge, James W. 
Wine, 40, of Parkville, Mo. 


Mr. Wine, currently vice-president of Park Col- 
lege, will take up his new duties Jan. 1. 


NOVEMBER 12. 1958 





Dr. Roy G. Ross, general secretary, who made 
the announcement, said that Mr. Wine would head 
a staff team which, under the guidance of the 
Council’s General Board, would develop a com- 
prehensive strategy for public interpretation of 
the ecumenical movement and the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


He said, Mr. Wine would also give administrative 
guidance to operations in this field and empha- 
sized having in this position a layman who has been 
active in the affairs of his church. 





Our 1959 


Town and Country Pastors’ Institutes 


Plans have been completed for our 1959 Town 
and Country Pastors’ Institutes in the four semi- 
naries, with dates as follows: 


January 19-23 — Louisville Seminary; cooperat- 
ing with United Presbyterian Church U.S.A. in 
providing a Town and Country Seminar during 
the Special Lecture Week at the seminary. 


February 2-5 — Union Seminary, Richmond, 
Virginia; cooperating with the Virginia Methodist 
Conference. 


March 2-5 — Columbia Seminary, Decatur, 
Georgia. 


March 16-19 — Austin Seminary, Austin, Texas; 
cooperating with the United Presbyterian U.S.A., 
Synod of Texas. 


One new feature in all our institutes will be a 
seminar or interest group on THE CHURCH MIN- 
ISTERING TO INDUSTRIAL PEOPLE. Invita- 
tions are being sent, together with a copy of the 
program to town and country pastors. A scholar- 
ship providing room and meals will again be 
available. All town and country pastors are wel- 
come, whether you receive an invitation or not. 
If you desire to attend an institute other than 
the one for your seminary area, please write to me. 


We also cooperate with Town and Country Min- 
isters’ Conferences in our State Colleges of Agri- 
culture, such as at V.P.I., University of Tennessee, 
University of Arkansas, State College of Missis- 
sippi, etc., even though we do not assist in plan- 
ning the program. If any town and country pastor 
desires scholarship help in attending this confer- 
ence for your state, please write to me. 


James M. Carr, Secretary 

Town and Country Church Department 
341-B Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 





ALABAMA 


Birmingham—(PN)—tThree missionaries on fur- 
lough and Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, Field Secretary 
for the Board of World Misions took part in a late 
October Missions Conference at South Highland 
Presbyterian Church in Birmingham. 


“The four-day missions conference presented as 
speakers Mrs. J. M. Sydenstricker from Brazil, 
the Rev. George Reed Stuart, Jr., from the Belgian 
Congo, and the Rev. Ernest W. Pettis, Jr., from 
Korea. Dr. Bradley spoke at the Sunday morning 
service and at evening services Monday through 
Wednesday. Special visits to all Sunday school 
departments, to youth group meetings, to a meet- 
ing of the Women of the Church, and of the Young 


PAGE 17 

















ANGELUS! 
Soldiers joining in the prayer which concluded the Billy Graham Rally at Ft. Jackson, 
Columbia, S$. C. on October 26th—over 60,000 people attended this meeting. 





Men’s Business Club were features of the con- 
ference. 


The South Highland Church contributes to the 
support of six missionaries in three countries. 





Birmingham—(PN)—A Birmingham Presbyter- 
ian minister who came out of retirement to spend 
the remaining years of life in leading South Avon- 
dale Presbyterians to a new day was memorialized 
in special services one Sunday in mid-October. 


The minister was the late Dr. David Park who, 
in 1950, accepted the call as pastor of the South 
Avondale Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. Park became pastor of the church when it 
was struggling to exist in a frame building along 
busy Third Avenue, So. He led the congregation 
of 88 members to plan for a new church to be 
built at 47th Place and Seventh Avenue, So. Be- 
fore his death he saw the new church built and 
the congregation grow to a membership of 202. 

The new church, which has educational facilities 
and a chapel, was started in 1955 and about one 
year later the congregation moved in. 


Members of the church said of Dr. Park after 
his death in June, 1958: “He came to our church 
when there was little hope. With love and de- 
votion, he encouraged this small group and through 
great faith and wise leadership a new church was 
built. He was our friend, gifted with an ability 
to understand our weariness and to bring us the 
good to a degree few men possess.” 

At the special services the congregation com- 
memorated Dr. Park and named the chapel in 
which they worship the “David Park Memorial 
Chapel.” A. A. Mackie, a Fairfield layman, was 
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in charge of the special services. 


A native of Tennessee, Dr. Park had served 
churches in Michigan and Alabama and was a 
missionary to Siam before the turn of the century. 


The congregation has called a new pastor, the 
Rev. Hugh R. Esco, Jr., of Panama City, Fla., who 
will begin his work at the Avondale church on 
Nov. 15. 





Livingston—(PN)—The Presbytery of Tusca- 
loosa of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., elected 
the Rev. Dale McCord, pastor of Emelle, Sumter- 
ville and Hadden Presbyterian Churches as mod- 
erator for 1950 at the annual session this week 
at the Livingston Presbyterian Church. 


Among the speakers at the annual session were 
Philip F. Howerton of Charlotte, N. C., moderator 
of the General Assembly and Dr. E. C. Scott of 
Atlanta, stated clerk of the General Assembly. 


The annual meeting was held in conjunction 
with the 125th anniversary celebration of the 
founding of the Livingston Presbyterian Church. 


During the meeting Marcus E. McConnell, Jr., 
an elder in the local church, presented the history 
of the local church and exhibited a copy of the 
original statement of the founding of the church 
125 years ago. The statement was written on 
— sides of a sheet of paper the size of a postal 
card. 


The close ties between Livingston State College 
and the local church was revealed. The present 
LSC was established in 1835 as a Presbyterian 
School for Girls. It was started by the Houston 
family. Descendants of the family still hold mem- 
bership in the local church. 
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A close tie between the college and the local 
church has continued through the years. About 
one-fourth of the present membership is affiliated 
with LSC. The history was written by Dr. Ralph 
M. Lyons, dean of LSC. 





FLORIDA 


Gainesville—(PN)—The centennial celebration 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Gainesville was 
held October 26-29. 


A pageant depicting the growth of the church 
and its history was presented on Sunday and 
Wednesday nights at the church. Members of the 
congregation, in authentic costumes, portrayed 
such famous Presbyterian leaders as John Calvin 
and John Knox. 


An old-fashioned church supper was held Wednes- 
day evening in the church patio, and a hymn-sing 
followed in Fellowship Hall. 


Dr. U. S. Gordon, pastor of the church since 
1928, portrayed himself in the pageant dealing 
with the local church history. 





GEORGIA 


Atlanta—PN—tThe Board of Annuities and Re- 
lief, meeting in the Presbyterian Center here Oct. 
28, took pleased note of the continuing growth of 
its insurance and annuity programs. In reports pre- 
sented by Board committees, it was announced that 
total enrollment in the group life and hospitaliza- 
tion plan has increased by a total of 384, or 11.6% 
since Jan. 1, and that in the same period, 123 per- 
sons have been added to the employees’ Annuity 
Fund rolls, for an increase of 46.6%. 


Enrollment in the Board’s life insurance pro- 
gram for ministers and lay employees of the 
Church, now totals 3,137. Since the first of this 
year, 174 persons have joined the plan, for a 5.9% 
increase. Two hundred sixty-nine more persons 
have enrolled in the Major Medical insurance pro- 
gram, bringing that to a total of 2,677 persons 
served, or a 11.2% increase. Dependents of those 
under the Major Medical program who are now 
protected by the Church-sponsored health insurance 
now total 1,037, an increase of 115, or 12.5% since 
Jan. 1. Life insurance in force under the program, 
as protection for workers in the Church, now 
totals $8,336.000, the Board committee reports. 
This is a figure $453,000 higher than for nine 
months earlier. 


Membership in the Annuity Plans continues to 
climb, the Board also announced. Spectacular in- 
creases were noted in the Employees’ Fund, as re- 
ported above, and steady gains continued for the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund. It now has 2,932 active 
participants, 78 more than nine months ago. There 
are 321 retired ministers and 380 widows who are 
receiving benefits from membership in the MAF. 


In other actions, the Board took note of increas- 
ing interest throughout the Church in protecting 
ministers under the Board’s health insurance pro- 
gram. Latest step in this direction was reported 
as the unanimous vote by the Annuities and Relief 
Committee of North East Texas Presbytery to 
recommend to the Presbytery that all calls issued 
from churches in that body include not only pro- 
vision for membership in the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund, but also membership in the Major Medical 
program. 


The Annuities Board also continued discussions, 
and directed continued explorations of the pos- 
sibility of establishing a health insurance program 
for retired ministers and their wives. The present 
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medical insurance program terminates upon the 
retirement of persons enrolled under it. The Board 
indicated it is strongly desirous of developing some 
type of health insurance program for the people, 
if means can be found to bring such a program 
within the financial reach of the average retired 
minister. 


The Trust Company of Georgia, which holds 
Ministers’ Annuity Funds accumulated under the 
Board program, reported to the Board that these 
funds now total $26,126,371. The income from 
these invested funds, which all belong to the more 
than 3500 ministers and more than 400 lay workers 
who are members in the two Funds, will be more 
than $1,100,000 this year, the Board reported. 
Earnings of the investments will be at the rate 
of approximately 4.3%. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte — Construction of a new residence 
hall to house 140 students has begun on 
the Queens College campus. The contract price 
for the construction is $436,796, and the dormi- 
tory will be ready for use in September, 1959. 


The building is being erected with funds ob- 
tained through a loan from the Community Facili- 
ties Administration of the Housing and Home 
Finance Agency. 


The dormitory will accomodate seventy students 
now housed in temporary quarters and will permit 
the expansion of the boarding student population 
of the college by seventy additional students. 
Spacious lobbies and lounges and a patio are to 
be included as well as all of the necessities of 
comfortable dormitory living. 





VIRGINIA 


Montgomery Presbytery — The 250th Stated 
Meeting of Montgomery Presbytery met in the 
Fincastle Presbyterian Church of Fincastle, Vir- 
ginia, on Tuesday, October 28, 1958 at 10:00 A.M. 
There were present forty-five Ministers and forty- 
nine Ruling Elders. 


Rev. H. Ray Woody was elected Moderator. 


Dr. J. M. Sydenstricker, who has been in Brazil 
since 1919, told Presbytery that school-race prob- 
lems in the United States were having a blunting 
effect on Christian Work abroad; that Protestant 
life is making a large contribution to the spiritual 
life of Brazil where the Presbyterian Church al- 
ready has more than 90,000 members and will cele- 
brate its Centennial in 1959. 


The basic realities were emphasized in present- 
ing the cause of Higher Education, and the cam- 
paign to raise $2,500,000.00 for Hampden-Sydney 
and Mary Baldwin Colleges and student work on 
other campuses in Synod. 


It was emphasized that colleges cannot continue 
a hand to mouth existence with the cost of educa- 
tion rising since church colleges must do a superior 
job and there is a connection between financial 
support and the quality of education. 


‘ Candidates for the ministry L. P. McCord and 
H. U. Leach were licensed to preach and arrange- 
ments made for their ordination. 


Rev. Scott McCormick was received into the 
Presbytery from Kanawha Presbytery and arrange- 
ments made for his installation as pastor of the 
Tyler Memorial Presbyterian Church of Radford, 
Virginia. 
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Presbytery could not finish all the things on its 
docket and adjourned to meet in the Chapel of the 
Second Presbyterian Church of Roanoke, Virginia, 
on Tuesday, December 2, 1958, at 10:00 A.M. 


The next Stated Meeting, the 251st, will meet 
in the Salem Presbyterian Church of Salem, Vir- 
ginia, on Tuesday, January 29, 1959, at 10:00 A.M. 

E. W. Smith 
Stated Clerk 
Montgomery Presbytery 





Hopewell — The Reverend Mr. Donald B. Pat- 
terson of Perry, Georgia, has accepted the pas- 
torate of West End Presbyterian Church of Hope- 
well, Virginia. He will begin his new work on 
December first. He comes to fill the pulpit left 
vacant when the Reverend William E. Hill, Jr., 
resigned on July 1 after thirty years of service. 


Mr. Patterson, who received a unanimous call 
from the West End congregation earlier this month, 
is a graduate of Columbia Seminary in Decatur, 
Georgia, and Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. 
He is thirty-five years of age. 


His two former pastorates have been the Com- 
merce Presbyterian Church, Commerce, Georgia, 
where he has served since August, 1953. Gradu- 
ated from Seminary in May, 1951, Mr. Patterson 
was ordained in June of that year. He also served 
in the United States Army for two and one half 
years, with thirteen months’ overseas duty as a 
Bombardier with the rank of first lieutenant dur- 
ing World War II. He is married and has three 
children, Elizabeth Ann, ten years of age, James 
Taber, seven, and Shirley Elaine, five. Mrs. Pat- 
terson is a graduate nurse and also an alumna 
of Wheaton College. 


The West End Church has a membership of 
about one thousand. A Christian School is oper- 
ated by the Church, which has an enrollment of 
two hundred pupils in Kindergarten through High 
School. The Church also sponsors two rural chap- 
els, Sandy Ridge Chapel and Bethel Chapel. Both 
are in Prince George County. 





Leith Elected Professor 


at Union Seminary 


Dr. James A. Jones, President of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Virginia, today announces, on 
behalf of the Trustees of the Seminary, the elec- 
tion of the Reverend John Haddon Leith, Ph. D., of 
ee Alabama, as Professor of Historical The- 
elogy. 


Since 1948, Dr. Leith has served as pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Auburn where 
his ministry has been closely associated with the 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute. 


Dr. Leith was born in Due West, South Carolina, 
attended the public schools of that city, and Erskine 
College from which he received the Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 1940. He attended Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in Decatur, Georgia, was award- 
ed their Alumni Fellowship, and in 1943 was 
awarded their Bachelor of Divinity and Master of 
Theology degrees. 


Upon graduation from Seminary he was called 
to be minister of the Second Presbyterian Church 
of Nashville, Tennessee. During this pastorate in 
Nashville he earned the Master of Arts degree 
from Vanderbilt University. 


As Visiting Professor in Theology, Dr. Leith 
taught during the Spring quarter of the 1957-1958 
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session at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, 
Twice he has also been Visiting Professor in the 
Faculty of Columbia Theological Seminary, De. 
catur, Georgia. 





Board of Education Elects 
Assistant Executive Secretary 


Richmond—James Howard Montgomery of At- 
lanta has been named to the newly-created post of 
assistant to Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, executive sec- 
retary for the Board of Christian Education of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., with headquarters in 
Richmond. 


Montgomery, who is now manager of the Board’s 
Presbyterian Book Store in Atlanta, will begin his 
duties here January 1, 1959. One of his assign- 
ments, said Dr. Dendy, will be that of director of 
personnel. 


Dr. Dendy pointed out that increased activities 
in the educational and publishing programs of the 
Board have brought an increase in personnel. There 
are now 210 employees in the Richmond office, in 
four permanent book stores, three summer stores, 
and 16 regional offices. 


Besides other administrative duties, Montgomery 
will aid the executive secretary in developing a 
program to secure special gifts for the Board’s 
work, particularly through wills and legacies. 
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Neo-Orthodox Hermeneutics 


Recently there has appeared a small but signifi- 
cant book, In the beginning, God, by William M. 
Logan. Its thesis is that the first eleven chapters 
of Genesis are unhistorical. Since the author re- 
iterates this theme a large number of times, only 
a few of his statements can be quoted. 


In the Foreword by Elton Trueblood we read, 
“The stories are not accounts of debatable events 
which happened too long ago to permit any valid 
process of verification, but are, instead, accounts of 
the nature of enduring human problems” (p. 7). 
The author himself makes these statements: “The 
writer here was not seeking to write a textbook of 
history or of science . ... They are parables, not 
history or explanations . . . There is no attempt to 
formulate intellectual propositions to state basic 
truths . .. This is not Adam I am reading about; 
this is myself” (pp 15-16). 


Thus neo-orthodox theologians hope to preserve 
some moral and religious value for Genesis with- 
out having to defend the historical and scientific 
truth of these chapters. Inasmuch as neo-orthodox 
hermeneutics is enjoying wide spread popularity 
today, it is worth while to examine its thesis with 
care; and Dr. Logan’s book, though small, gives the 
argument in clearer detail than many another neo- 
orthodox volume. 


Some preliminary clarifications should be made 
before the quotations above are forgotten. To say 
that the author (or authors) of Genesis did not in- 
tend to write a scientific or historical textbook ob- 
secures rather than clarifies the point at issue.. No 
one has ever claimed that the Bible is a textbook.on 
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science or even a textbook on history. The question 
is not whether Genesis is a textbook; the question 
is whether the historical statements in the Bible 
are true or not. To argue that Genesis is not his- 
torically trustworthy because it is not a textbook 
is a logical fallacy. If, now, the author replies, 
there are no historical statements in Genesis, we 
shall be happy to examine his reasons for say- 
ing so. 


Now, this is one of the merits of Dr. Logan’s 
book: he gives his reasons. 


“Even a casual reader of the book of Gen- 
esis notices a distinct, though unannounced, 
change of tone at the beginning of chapter 
twelve. With that chapter begins the story of 
Abraham and his descendants. From that point 
on the record has a more concrete sound. It 
moves more slowly and gives more details. It 
does not cover a thousand years in a single 
breath. It slows down to a pace with which 
we can keep up as it traces the life story of 
men and a nation. 


“In contrast, the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis are epic in their scope. Their sweep is 
tremendous. Incomprehensible periods of time 
are covered in a few words. Stupendous events 
are described with the brevity and matter-of- 
factness of a child’s fairy story.” (p. 13). 


Now, the great Macaulay once wrote The His- 
tory of England. It extends througn {:.e volumes 
of over 500 pages each. But he gets from the 
Romans to James I in 72 pages. Are we therefore 
to conclude that these pages are parables and not 
history? Does it follow that Diocletian and Clovis 
are simply symbols of myself? 


The statement “They are parables, not history” 
is a symptom of the kierkegaardian disease. This 
disease is called Either-Or. Its cure is Both-And. 
Of course Genesis teaches important, extremely im- 
portant, religious lessons. And in a very real sense, 
when we read about Adam, we are reading about 
ourselves. But we are reading about Adam too. 
Even the author has to admit “The first impulse is 
to read it as history, for that, of course, is what 
it sounds like’! Who then can say that these chap- 
ters were not intended to be understood as history? 


If, however, the stories are not history, but 
merely fiction such as the plays of Aeschylus and 
Shakespeare (p. 15), why should they be taken 
any more seriously than the works of playwrights 
or the Babylonian stories of creation? Again, it 
is to the author’s credit that he does not avoid 
this question. 


“The ability to provoke this intense personal 
response is a mark of divine inspiration and 
is one of the things that sets the Biblical rec- 
ord apart from similar material we possess 
from other sources. Marked parallels are 
found, for example, in the Babylonian and the 
even older Sumerian stories of creation. A 
reader who notes only the similarities of de- 
tail in the order and processes of creation may 
conclude that the Genesis account is but an- 
other version of an ancient legend eommon 
throughout the Middle East. Closer study re- 
veals remarkable difference. The evoking of 
personal response is utterly lacking in the 
Babylonian acount. The reader remains mere- 
ly a reader, though perhaps intrigued by the 
ingenuity of an interesting fable. In the Gen- 
esis account the whole world of thought is 
different. Many details are similar, but. the 
thought is completely inverted. Instead of 
showing how God can be made to serve the 
purposes of man, Genesis portrays man as 
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Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 

Ry Catherine F. Vos : 
732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $4.50 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier 
Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 603 pages. “B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “A”; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproduction of Holy 
Land scenes. “A,” $2.95. “B,” $3.95. “C,” $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 

By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Stery Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.35), Story Of The Bible ($2.50), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.50), and Bible Pictures ($2.25). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 


Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
For children 3 to 8, carefully designed for this age group, 
large type, close to Bible narrative, full color pictures, all 
making a good all-around Bible Story Book for primary 
and intermediates. $1.50. 


ORDER FROM 
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utterly dependent upon and responsible to God. 
Moreover, instead of numerous gods and god- 
desses personifying various forces of nature, 
there stands at the very beginning cne who 
creates matter out of nothing, not just fash- 
ioning it out of pre-existent material after 
the manner of a human craftsman, and who 
exists independently of all cosmic matter.” 
(p. 16). 


Now, this is a fine answer. Mvreover I believe 
it is a true answer. But it is an auswer that is in- 
consistent with the hermeneutic their. If the ac- 
count were merely a fable, if it were '»t historically 
true, would anyone reading it for the first time 
have the intense personal response the author men- 
tions? Perhaps a person who has been brought 
up to believe the Bible but who has later decided 
that it is historically inaccurate can preserve his 
former emotional attachment in some _ illogical 
fashion. He can urge that the stories were never 
intended to be historical, even though they sound 
like history. By rational argument, however, the 
rejection of Genesis historically can lead only to 
leveling the stories to those of Shakespeare and to 
the Babylonian story of creation. 


In fact, would not the Babylonian myth produce 
the same intense personal response, if one believed 
it to be true? Suppose I believed that numerous 
gods and goddesses actually existed, and that all 
the Babylonian details were true, would I not be 
profoundly impressed, and, if rational, adjust my 
conduct to these facts? 


“Not only does the author deny that these eleven 
chapters of Genesis are history; he also denies that 
they explain anything. He has said, “They are 
parables, not history or explanations . . . There 
is no attempt to formulate intellectual propositions 
to state basic truths” (p. 15). 


Now, this is very hard to understand. Is not the 
very first verse an intellectual proposition that 
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teaches the basic truth of creation? Then, too, Gen. 
2:18 (It is not good that the man should be alone) 
and Gen. 6:5 (th: wickedness of man was great in 
the earth and every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually), even though 
they have particular references, rather obviously 
teach basic truths about human nature. 


It is, however, in the case of Adam that it be- 
comes most serious to deny the presence of ex- 
planation in the account. The author has said, 
“This is not Adam I am reading about; this is 
mysc'i” (p. 16). Later on, after a paragraph on 
the obvious evils in the world today, the author 
says that the account of the fall in Genesis III “is 
not, however, the answer to the philosophical ques- 
tion of where evil comes from ... This is a vivid 
portrayal of things as they are (today) not a 
theory as to how they got that way ... Moses is 
not nearer to the Fall than we are because he 
lived three thousand years before our time. The 
Fall refers .. . to a dimension of human experi- 
ence which is always present . . . Everyman is his 
Adam ... Man’s tragic apostasy from God is not 
something which happened once for all a long time 
ago. It is true in every moment of existence” 
(pp. 36, 47-48; from the mention of Moses to the 
end, the author is quoting J. S. Whale, but with 
approval and as explanatory of his own meaning). 


Two things should be said about this series of 
quotations. First, if what they say is true, if 
Adam is merely a picture of what happens every- 
day, then it follows that each of us is born perfectly 
righteous and succumbs to temptation only after 
marriage. Well, even if the wife can be symbolized 
away, Adam is portrayed as perfectly righteous. 
Everyman therefore must meet his first temptation 
in a condition of perfect righteousness. This view 
contradicts all pertinent passages in the entire 
Bible. “Behold I was shapen in iniquity and in sin 
did my mother conceive me” (Psa. 5:5). “Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not 
one.” (Job 14:4). ‘That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh” (Jn. 3:6). And for this reason these 
views are utterly out of accord with Presbyterian- 
ism. The Westminster Confession to which every 
Presbyterian minister must subscribe says “They 
being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin 
was imputed, and the same death in sin and cor- 
rupted nature (was) conveyed to all their posterity, 
descending from them by ordinary generation’ 
(VI, iii). Thus no one can be a Presbyterian and 
hold that children are born uncorrupted or that the 
fall of Adam pictures what happens today. 


Quite the contrary, the fall of Adam is both 
an historical event and an explanation of what 
happens today. Would it not be somewhat strange 
that so few children preserve their righteousness if 
all are born uncorrupted? Is not some explanation 
needed for the universality of sin? No doubt we 
can agree with the author that Genesis III is not 
“the answer to the philosophical question of where 
evil comes from.” But this agreement does not 
imply that the Fall explains nothing. For one thing 
it explains why children are born sinners, why 
some die in infancy, and why all who survive com- 
mit voluntary transgressions. These are facts for 
which neo-orthodox hermeneutics has no explana- 
tion. 


The ultimate origin of evil is a wider problem. 
But when a theologian surrenders the explanation 
of subsidiary points, it is not surprising that he 
has nothing worth while to say on the basic ques- 
tions. Again quoting J. S. Whale the author says, 
“Man’s sinful will cannot be explained: It must 
remain as the one completely irrational fact in a 
world which God created” (p. 46). Aside from be- 
ing incompatible with the third chapter of our 
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this book has a “wealth of in. 
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Confession, the sentence cannot be made to agree 
with the sovereignty of God. One of the distin- 
guishing glories of Presbyterianism is that it has 
faced honestly and answered clearly the question 
of evil. 


There is one advantage in avoiding theological 
explanations and in regarding the Bible as unhis- 
torical fiction: no longer will apparent discrep- 
ancies cause embarrassment or drive the reader to 
hard study for the purpose of harmonization. In- 
deed, it becomes possible to enjoy finding a few 
extra contradictions in the text. Our author, al- 
though he belittles the question about Cain’s wife, 
makes quite a point of it. The account is incon- 
sistent, he says, because “Cain’s expressed fear 
that ‘everyone that findeth me shall slay me’ im- 
plies inhabitants of the earth who were not Cain’s 
brethren” (p. 49). This implication is poor logic, 
for Cain had brothers and sisters. Thus an invalid 
inference is used to produce a discrepancy where 
there is none. 


Likewise the command that Noah should take 
in seven of the clean animals conflicts with the 
fact that the distinction between clean and unclean 
animals did not originate until much later in He- 
brew history (p. 65). But is this a fact? Can the 
author be sure that there was no such distinction 
even before Noah’s day? The account, like the 
first pages of Macaulay’s history, is very brief, and 
much has been omitted. Why is not the command 
to Noah taken as evidence of such a distinction in- 
stead of evidence of a discrepancy? 


The author also asserts that in the acount of the 
flood, one statement makes it last for a year and 
eleven days, while another verse limits the entire 
time to sixty-one days (p. 65). Unfortunately the 
author does not give the second reference. 

Now, finally “‘What event prompted the Tower 
of Babel story is of no consequence whatever in 
comparison with what it teaches” (p. 78). But 
can it not with equal reason be said, what event 
prompted the Jesus-story is of no consequence 
whatever in comparison with what it teaches? If 
history in Genesis is unimportant, can history be 
important in the Gospels? If Adam is a myth, is 
not Christ a myth too? For Adam was the type of 
Him that was to come; and if by one man’s offense 
death reigned by one, much more shall those who 
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receive grace reign in life by one, Jesus Christ; 
for as by one man’s disobedience many were made 
sinners, so by the obedience of one skall many be 
made righteous. 


On the other hand, if “this is not Adam I am 
reading about; this is myself,’ then with equal 
reason this is not Christ in the Gospels, it is I. And 
so 1 am my own Savior. 

—G. H. C. 


Billy Graham Tract Among New American 





Tract Society Christmas Releases 


With Christmas tracts available such as those 
published by the AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
513 West 166th Street, New York 32, N. Y., no 
one should feel embarrassed to make great use 
of them during the holiday season. 


Not only are the full-color covers beautiful to 
behold, but the messages are true to the Word 
of God, yet in no way offensive to the reader. 


CHRISTMAS, By Billy Graham, is a fine brief 
tract inviting the reader to “Begin this Christmas 
season with Christ, by accepting the ‘gift of God, 
which is eternal life through Jesus Christ.’ ” 


CHRISTMAS JOY, by Henry G. Perry, the 
Society’s Executive Secretary, makes ample use 
of scripture and contains a personal greeting “To 
wish you a Blessed Christmas and a New Year 
filled with happiness.” 


CHOOSING TO BE BORN, by Dr. Joseph M. 
Stowell, starts: “Choose to be born? Impossible, 
you say. Yes, impossible for all but one. He alone 
could so choose, for He is God.” 


HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING! by Dr. 
David J. Fant, is a tract written in conjunction 
with the anniversary of the writing of the famous 
Christmas carol. 


STEPPING INTO A NEW YEAR, by Edwin 
Raymond Anderson, is a challenge for the reader 
to begin 1959 with Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR, by Dr. 
Willard M. Aldrich, is especially useful for churches 
to distribute, giving an invitation to learn more 
about Christ through Bible reading and church 
attendance. 


Samples of the above-mentioned tracts will be 
sent to anyone requesting them direct from the 
Society. 





Reprint of Devotional Book Available 
From American Tract Society 


The AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 513 West 
166th Street, New York 32, N. Y. has re-issued 
the popular devotional book, DAILY FOOD, con- 
taining a promise, a portion of Scripture and the 
verse of a hymn for every day in the year. 


The material was compiled to bring to the reader 
the quickening inspiration of the Holy Spirit and 
has been published in an edition which measures 
8 3/8” x 5”. 


The book exhibits the following features: 


. Beautifully bound in green cloth. 
. Title stamped in gold on cover. 
. Printed in Bible paper edition. 
. . Designed to stand daily use. 
. . Contains 192 pages, yet is only 1/4” thick. 
. Is priced at 75c per copy. 
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A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By Matthew Henry 


New biographical edition. A monu- 
mental work that has been for nearly 
two centuries without an equal and is 
to Bible teachers and to preachers 
what Shakespeare is to secular litera- 
ture. Complete, in every detail. Now 
in six-volume set, boxed, $27.50. 
Postpaid. 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 








BEHOLD GOD’S LOVE. Hazel Mason Hadley. 





John Knox Press. $2.50. 


“Behold God’s Love” is written especially for 
young people. The aim of this book is to help 
young people to know more about the Way as 
Paul calls it. It is not written to replace the Bible. 
The author points out the nature of the story 
of the Christian faith in past centuries and how 
it can help young people with their problems now. 


Some spots in this volume are not characterized 
by theological maturity. For example, the author 
writes, “It (her book) only tries to point out some 
high lights of that Book which records man’s quest 
for God and what he discovered about Him.’”’ Young 
people must be taught that the Bible is primarily 
God’s revelation to man rather than man’s quest 
for God. 

John R. Richardson 





DISPENSATIONALISM IN AMERICA. C. Nor- 
man Kraus. John Knox Press. $3.00. 


It has been difficult to find a satisfactory book 
on dispensationalism. There are some who write 
from the standpoint of its defense and others who 
write to make it their favorite whipping boy. In 
this volume both extremes are avoided. Mr. Kraus 
acknowledges that he is not a dispensationalist and 
yet he is able to recognize whatever merits have 
been manifested in this movement. The volume 
is not written primarily as an attempt to refute 
dispensationalism but rather to understand it. He 
sees in this movement therefore, a number of ob- 
jectionable features and yet he is keenly appre- 
ciative of the fact that it attempted to preserve 
the historic Christian concepts at a time when 
they were being sacrificed on the altars of liberal- 
ism and higher criticism. 


In his development of this study in the rise 
and growth of dispensationalism the author raises 
such questions as: What is dispensationalism? Why 
and how has it become such a compelling force 
in conservative circles? He believes that the an- 
swers to these questions must be seen in the 
historical context and therefore this book is pre- 
sented as a historical analysis of the movement. 


The concluding chapter that deals with an 
evaluation of dispensationalism is of special sig- 
nificance. It is of tremendous value in pointing 
up the issues. In this reviewer’s judgment the 
criticisms which he offers are valid and marked 
by restraint. We commend this volume to our 
readers and believe that it will clarify our think- 
ing and show us the real nature of this move- 


ment. 
J.R.R. 


PAGE 23 























DIVIDEND 


EXTRA 


In addition to the financial returns, 
an annuity with our Board of World 
Missions pays you an extra dividend, 
year after year, in the joy and asalis- 
faction that come from Christian giving. 


For you know that your annuity gift 
will help to carry the Gospel of Christ 
around the world. Your gift starts to 
work in the : iission field after our life- 
time obligation under your annuity 
contract has Leen completed. 


Your annuity, meantime, pays you or 
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your designated beneficiary a generous 
qgmount, semi-annually, regularly and 
dependably, in good times or bad. Not 
once, in more thun fifty years operation 
of our Annuity Gift Plan, has a pay- 
ment failed to be made in full and on 
time. 


We would like to give you complete 
details regarding our Annuity Gift Plan, 
with its financial benefits and its “extra 
dividends” of happiness. For full in- 
fermation, simply write 


. HEARN, TREASURER 

BRoarp OF VORLD Missions 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN, 
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